
 

Faith & 

Work 
 
 

Summer 2019 Sunday School 
By Pastor Steve Stanton 

 
 
 
 

  

 



Faith & Work 

2019 Steve Stanton 

Faith is Central to Understanding Our Work 

 

Common Misconception 

Too often we view our faith as just one facet of our life among many. Our life consists of our 
work, family, marriage, friendships, and our faith and church life. This disconnect makes it 
difficult for us to grasp how our faith impacts our work. 

 
Biblical Correction 

Our faith in the gospel and our identity as a follower of Christ impacts all areas of life, 
including our work, family, marriage, relationships, etc. 

 
Therefore, the point of our study together is to explore the ways in which our faith impacts and 
integrates with our work.  
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God’s Story 

 
All of scripture is one big story. In the first 3 chapters of the Bible, we learn that God created 
the heavens and the earth and that his creation was very good. Through Adam & Eve’s sin in 
the garden,  we see our failed trust in God’s good word for our life and how sin messed up 
God’s good creation in the fall. The remainder of scripture is the story of God’s redemption, 
that is how God works to fix what we messed up. God accomplishes this by sending Christ to 
die on the cross as the sacrifice for our sin and rebellion, taking the wrath for that rebellion on 
himself, so God can begin to restore the brokenness. The Bible also tells us that one day God’s 
restoration will be perfectly completed and we will dwell in a new heaven and new earth where 
everything is back as it should be. 

                 
     (Creation)             (Fall)        (Restoration)    (Consummation) 

 
Our Story & Our Work 

Our stories and our understanding of our work follows the same progression: 
 

Creation 

God created us and our work to be very good. We want to understand why God created us 
for work and gain a biblical understanding of our work.  
 
Fall 
When Adam and Eve sinned against God, it disrupted what was very good. We want to 
understand what we lost in the fall, what we can now expect of our work, and explain why it 
feels like something isn’t quite right about our work here on earth.  
 
Redemption 
Thankfully, we know God is at work fixing the fall. We want to understand how this 
redemption relates to work, what exactly is being restored, and how we participate in it. 
 
Consummation 
One day God will complete that work of restoration. We want to understand what that will 
look like, what is “perfect work,” and what we are working toward, i.e what is the final 
picture so we know the end goal?  
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Creation: 

 
We Were Created to Work 
 

Genesis 2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
____________ it and ____________ it.” 
 
Work was created before the fall and it was very good. 
 
Exodus 34:21 “Six days you shall ____________ but on the seventh day you shall rest.” 
 
We are commanded by God to work. 

 
Our Work is Our Calling 
 

Our work is also called our “vocation.” The word vocation comes from the Latin word 
“vocare” which means “to call.” 
 
There is no Sacred/Secular divide between holy church work and “other” secular work. 
 
Psalm 147:13 “For he strengthens the bars of your gates.” 

 
The Purpose of Our Work 
 

God is at Work Through Our Work 
 

Genesis 1:26-28 “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth.’ So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, 
‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on 
the earth.’” 
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“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” ...We were made to work like God 
works 
 
Genesis 1:1-2 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 
without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of the waters.” 
 
“The earth was without form and void” ...The earth was “Tohu” (without form, 
wilderness) and “Bohu” (Void, empty) ...our two God-given tasks are to “order/rule” the 
“Tohu” and to “create/provide” for the “Bohu.” 
 
WSC 8: “How does God execute his decrees? God executes his decrees in the works of 
creation and providence” 

 
God creates by bringing order to the chaos; he brings order through our creating 
and developing structures through which to rule and order the world. 
 
Providence is God’s caring for the world; he cares for the world through our creating 
and providing goods and services. 

 
Ordering & Ruling 

 
“Subdue [the earth], and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth” ...Putting order to the 
chaos as God does. 
 
Genesis 2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to...keep 
it”... the word for keep it, “shamar” means to guard over or rule as “vice regents” 
 

Creating & Providing 
 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth”...we are to cultivate God’s creation to fill the 
earth 
 
The word “economics” comes from the Greek word “oikonomia” or “household 
management,” i.e. stewardship 
 
Genesis 2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work 
it” …the word for work it, “abad” means to prepare, cultivate, create from the land 
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 Fall: 

 
Work is Marred by the Fall 
 

Genesis 3:1 “...[the serpent] said to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat 
of any tree in the garden’?” 
 
Genesis 3:4-6 “But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die. For God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, 
and he ate.” 
 
“Did God actually say” ...Adam & Eve did not follow the word of God 
 
“You will be like God, knowing good and evil” ...They desired something above God 

 
 
Thorns & Thistles 
 

Genesis 3:17-19 “...cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all 
the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the 
plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the 
ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 
In our work we will experience frustrations and fruitlessness. 

 
Identity & Idolatry 
 

Genesis 11:4 “Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its 
top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the 
face of the whole earth.” 
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“let us make a name for ourselves” ...We have made work into a place to get something 
(something, in reality, we can only get from God), rather than a place to give something 
(able to give out of what God has given us) 
 
 

 
(Gospel-Centered Life at Work © 2014) 

 

Our actions and reactions reveal our true beliefs about work and God. 
 
Isaiah 30:15 “For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest 
you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were 
unwilling.” 

 
Shame & Hiding 
 

Genesis 3:7-9 “Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. And they 
heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees 
of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, ‘Where are you?’” 
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Because of our sin, we no longer meet God’s standard. But God bridges the gap 
through the work of Christ, forgiving us our sins (bottom of the chart) and giving us his 
righteousness (bringing us to the top of the chart) 
 

 
(Serge © 2009) 

 
We no longer have to Pretend we aren’t sinful (hiding and covering the sin) or think we 
can Perform to earn our righteousness (trying, in our own strength, to overcome the 
shame)  
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Restoration: 

 

 

We are in “Exile”  
 

Jeremiah 29:4-7 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I 
have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant 
gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for 
your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent 
you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your 
welfare.” 

(Redeemer Center for Faith and Work © 2019 ) 

 
Israel let their distinctiveness lead to _________ (seperation). We should live distinctive 
lives that leads to __________ (attraction). 
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We’re Partners With God in His Restoration 
 

Ezekial 37:1-6 “The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit 
of the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led 
me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, 
and behold, they were very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 
And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these 
bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord 
God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I 
will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 
 
Often the very frustrations that make us want to ____________ (leave) work are the same 
frustrations that we are called to ____________ (fix). 

 
We Work Out of a New Identity 
 

Stewards 
 

Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men” 
 

We are called to cultivate, but only God can bring the growth. 
 
Salt preserves the world from the __________ (bad), while light shines and reveals the 
__________ (evil). 

 
Ambassadors 
 

2 Corinthians 5:20 “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 
 
We are representatives of God’s kingdom in foreign territory. 
 

Bondservants 
 

Ephesians 6:6 “...not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as 
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart” 
 
We are freed from the slavery of “needing” things from others and our jobs. We are 
freed to serve God. 
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We have been forgiven much and therefore we are to forgive others much. 
 

Sons and Daughters 
 

Ephesians 4:4-6 “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born 
of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 
and if a son, then an heir through God.” 
 
God cares about us and has not left us alone in this broken and difficult world.  
 
We get all we need fulfilled in him, yet we are so desperate to find it elsewhere. 

 
 

Work is More Than, But Also For:  
 
Ethics: God offers us better ethics in his word, rooted in the very character of God. 
 
Evangelism: Our workplaces are the source for many of our relationships, and where we 
find many of the people who God has placed in our lives and to whom we are called to 
share the good news. “Repent and Believe for the Kingdom of God is at hand.” 
 
Money: God is building his kingdom through us, and part of that building is 
monetary/financial. Through our finances, we can help to provide for gathering places for 
rest, to provide for ministers of the gospel to minister, to provide for the care of the poor 
and outcast, and to provide structure for human flourishing in community. 
 
Sanctification: The struggles and hardships in all of life are meant to conform us into 
the image of Christ. Work is a big part of that. 
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Consummation: 

 
Heaven Will be a City, Full of Workers 

 
Isaiah 60:5 “Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the 
abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.” 
 
Revelation 21: Heaven is a city 
 
Heaven isn’t the freedom from work, rather it is the restoration of work. 
 
Colossians 3:2 “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” 
 
Our decision-making should be oriented in light of what we are ultimately working toward, 
that is eternity. 
 

 
(“Leaf by Niggle” by Alan Lee) 
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Heaven WIll be the Ultimate Fulfillment of Rest 
 

Hebrews 4:3-4 “For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, “As I swore in my 
wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’ although his works were finished from the foundation 
of the world. For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: ‘And God rested 
on the seventh day from all his works.’” 
 
Our rest is necessary and patterned after God’s rest. 
 
Our rest is formative and reminds us of the future rest we have to look forward to. 
 
Retirement is not the rest we are looking forward to. 
 

 
 

 


